STATE OF INDIl.

The Bengalees, of all ranks, are remark-
kble for their ingratitude ; no kindness con-
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replied four anas, (a fourth).   You, said the father, will,
never succeed in life.  He then asked the second the same
question ; the second son said> he thought he could ven-
ture to take a third without being discovered.    And the
third son, seeing the father was not contented with this,
alleged that he fcould steal one half.    On hearing this,
the old man said, None of you are my sons; when I was
at your age, I could venture to take within an ana of'the
whole for myself.    He then  told them the  following
story : " When I was young, a certain Rajah assembled
all the goldsmiths in the neighbourhood, and told them
he wished to make an image of Khrishnu; but as soonars
were not to he trusted, and the image was to be of pure
gold, the man who made it, must previously agree to cer-
tain conditions.    These were, that he should every day
be locked up in a small room with the image ;  that tin.-;
room should be well guarded, and that every morning
and evening, when he was admitted and let out, he should
be searched to the skin.    All the old goldsmiths, know-
Ing well that very little was to be made in such a case,
and dreading the anger of the rajah, remained silent. .Qn
which I stepped forth, and said. Oh, mighty prince!
these men only study their own worldly advantage, and